
Government announces that charities and other organisations will be banned from using 

government grants to lobby government and parliament 

On 6 February 2016 the Cabinet Office issued a press release announcing that charities and other 

organisations will be banned from using government grants to lobby government and parliament 

and that:- 

“A new clause is to be inserted into all new and renewed grant agreements to make sure that 

taxpayer funds are spent on improving people’s lives and good causes, rather than lobbying 

for new regulation or using taxpayers’ money to lobby for more government funding.” 

The Cabinet Office will be publishing guidance to implement the new rules, which will commence in 

May.  Please click on the link below for the full press release:- 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/government-announces-new-clause-to-be-inserted-into-

grant-agreements. 

Many in the charity sector are alarmed by the government’s proposal to curb charities’ activities in 

this way.  For example, the Association of Chief Executives of Voluntary Organisations (ACEVO) and 

the National Council for Voluntary Organisations (NCVO) have sent a letter to the Prime Minister 

asking him to reconsider the proposal.    Sir Stephen Bubb, the Chief Executive of ACEVO, said that: 

“Charities by their very nature are best placed to know what is needed by the people and 

causes they serve.  To restrict the sector from drawing the Government’s attention to gaps or 

failures is not only draconian by self-defeating.” 

The new rules will not prevent charities from using other funds to lobby government and for 

campaigning purposes provided that, amongst other things, such activities are undertaken in 

furtherance of the objects of a charity and that these activities are not the continuing sole activity of 

the charity.   For further details, please see the Charity Commission guidance CC9 entitled Speaking 

out: guidance on campaigning and political activity by charities:- 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/speaking-out-guidance-on-campaigning-and-

political-activity-by-charities-cc9/speaking-out-guidance-on-campaigning-and-political-activity-by-

charities. 
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